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(57) ABSTRACT

An obstacle information system and method for a helicopter
with a warning information processor (3) and a display unit
(1) for any obstacle (2) within a predetermined minimum
distance d4. Said warning information processor (3) is fed
with information related to detected distance d5 and direction
of'said at least one obstacle (2) detected by an obstacle sensor
system (4) to compute and prepare the information for pre-
sentation on the display unit (1). Said display unit (1) com-
prises at least an indication area with a central circular surface
(6) and a concentric ring-shaped area (7) around the circular
surface (6). Said circular surface (6) is used exclusively for
alerts. The ring-shaped area (7) is used for both. Warnings and
alerts and the repartition in the indication area of circular
surface (6) and ring-shaped area (7) are dependent on the
detected distance d5 of said at least one obstacle (2).

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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Fig. 1, State of the Art
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1
OBSTACLE INFORMATION SYSTEM OF A
HELICOPTER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to European patent appli-
cation No. 12 400019.1 filed Jun. 6, 2012, the disclosure of
which is incorporated in its entirety by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The invention is related to an obstacle information system
of a helicopter with the features of the preamble of claim 1
and to a method of operating an obstacle information system
with the features of claim 14.

(2) Description of Related Art

A proximity sensor of an aircraft detecting an obstacle or
several obstacles, such as buildings, towers, power lines, ter-
rain etc. in a certain direction around the aircraft and within a
critical distance with respect to the aircraft, essentially pro-
vides a warning or an alert to the pilot. The more critical the
obstacles are for the aircraft, the more visible and flashy the
warning/alert should be. According to a general assumption
there are two zones around the aircraft: a warning zone and an
alert zone. Ifthere are any obstacles within one of these zones,
a warning or alert should be submitted to the pilot—this
warning or alert should be given as long as the aircraft is
within the respective zones. Currently known warning instru-
ments don’t satisfy all the requirements concerning the situ-
ation awareness of the pilots.

The document WO 2011/136707 Al discloses an obstacle
detection and information system of a helicopter arranged to
be transmitting laser light and receiving reflected laser light
from obstacles for detecting and informing the pilot of a
helicopter of obstacles in proximity of the helicopter. The
system comprising an obstacle detection sensor unit, being
arranged to be mounted on a rotor head of a helicopter such
that said obstacle detection sensor unit is arranged to rotate
with said rotor head when mounted, further comprising an
information unit. The transmitted laser light is arranged to
cover a sector volume around a rotor head axis, having a
coverage defined as a radial extension (R1, R2) in a sector
plane around said rotor head axis and an angular extension
perpendicular to said sector plane, and wherein communica-
tion means are arranged for communication between said
sensor unit and said information unit.

The document DE 10 2006 053 354 B4 discloses a pan-
oramic obstacle detection and warning system comprising
radar sensors and a display means for the warnings. Several
alternatives are proposed for said detection and warning sys-
tem: 1. Indication of a horizontal obstacle by colouring a
respective sector of a round instrument with red or amber
colours; 2. Indication of an obstacle by circles or ellipses on
a 2D navigation or mission display in range and direction
relative to the helicopter symbol; and 3. Indication of the risk
levels and spatial hazard picture by coloured, range depen-
dent bars in a joint display. Disadvantages remain for any of
these alternatives: Ad 1: There are only two levels of warn-
ings: amber (warning) and red (alert). The pilot has no idea
about how the helicopter is moving inside the different
zones—reducing or increasing the distance to the obstacle;
Ad 2: The visibility of the warning is only increased by the
change of the colours: from amber to red. There is no inten-
sification of the visual representation foreseen; and Ad 3: This
representation of the warning/alert function might be consid-
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ered to be too abstract for the pilot since there are only four
different directions according to the 90° sectors represented.
Any interpolation is left to the interpretation of the pilot.

The document U.S. Pat. No. 8,249,762 B1 discloses a
device for monitoring obstructions for an aircraft including
data storage, an anti-collision device and viewing devices,
wherein the monitoring device comprises a detector to detect
in real-time obstructions, of terrain type and of human con-
structions type, in a close environment of the aircraft in a
flight situation, a sensor to identify the obstructions at risk
calculating identification parameters, a circuit to calculate
criticality of the obstructions, a display to display both the
obstructions with the identification and criticality parameters
of the obstructions, and a generator of alerts to describe the
situation according to a combination of the identification and
criticality parameters.

The document WO 2008/116456 Al discloses an all-
around identification of obstacles within the movement area
of a helicopter using radar, laser and/or ultrasonic sensors.
The ranges of the sensors that are used are selected in accor-
dance with the movement area and the installation locations
of the sensors on the helicopter, predetermined scanning
movements related to the scanning area are communicated to
the sensors and all measuring signals of the sensors received
by means of reflection and their individual positions are fed to
a common database after an individual signal evaluation that
is ordered according to the scanning area, said signals being
respectively referenced in terms of distance and direction
with the position of the helicopter and being fed in the form of
a received reflective field in order to combine all reflective
fields and compare them with patterns stored in the database.
The complete layout of the movement area that is to be
monitored is determined using a subsequent algorithmic
evaluation and is displayed as a complete image in the cockpit
of' the helicopter.

The document U.S. 2012/029738 A1 discloses an aircraft
capable of hovering by having at least one sensor, which has
a plane sweep region and is designed to acquire, when the
aircraft is maneuvering, values of respective distances
between first points on an obstacle within the plane sweep
region, and a second point on the aircraft; and a control unit
designed to generate an alarm signal when at least one of the
first points lies within a safety region containing the second
point on the aircraft.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is to provide an obstacle infor-
mation system of a helicopter without the limitations of the
state of the art and to provide a method of operating such an
obstacle information system.

The solution is provided with an obstacle information sys-
tem of a helicopter with the features of claim 1 and with a
method of operating an obstacle information system with the
features of claim 14. Preferred embodiments of the invention
are provided according to the subclaims.

According to the invention an obstacle information system
of a helicopter comprises a warning information processor
and a display unit of obstacles. Any obstacle within a prede-
termined minimum distance d4 with regard to said helicopter
is detected by an obstacle sensor system mounted on the
helicopter to compute and prepare the information for display
on the display unit to pilot(s) of the helicopter. Said warning
information processor is fed with information related to
detected distance, direction and optionally the category/type



US 9,214,088 B2

3

of any obstacle within the predetermined minimum distance
d4 with regard to said helicopter. Said display unit comprises
at least an indication area.

The indication area comprises two sub-areas, a circular
surface and an outer ring-shaped area around the central
circular surface. The warning information processor com-
putes and prepares the information with regard to detected
distance, direction and optionally the category/type of any
obstacle in a way that said circular surface is used exclusively
for alerts while the ring-shaped area is used for both, warn-
ings and alerts. The repartition of circular surface and ring-
shaped area in the indication area is fixed. The indication in
one or both of the surfaces of the display unit is dependent on
the detected distance d5 of said at least one obstacle with
regard to said helicopter. The inventive obstacle information
system allows the information, processed and prepared from
a per se known obstacle detection sensor system concerning
direction and distance and optionally of the type of the
obstacle(s), to be sent to the display unit with an unambiguous
distinction between warning and alerting for the pilot.

According to the invention there is a warning to the pilot of
the helicopter, if an obstacle is within the warning zone and
there is an alert to the pilot of the helicopter, if an obstacle is
within the alerting zone and above all there is a gradual
increase of visibility and presence with regard to the obstacle
information for the pilot’s awareness of said obstacle(s) if the
helicopter is approaching the obstacle(s), whereas the level of
attention provoked by the inventive obstacle information sys-
tem is reduced if the pilot is dislodging with his helicopter
from the obstacle. By the use of different colors e.g. the color
red for alerts and amber for warnings, warnings and alerts are
always clearly distinguishable. Whenever at least a section of
the circular surface is filled, preferably with red colour, this
indicates an alert; if only at least a section of the ring-shaped
areais filled, preferably applying amber colour, the indication
provides a warning. The warning information processor pre-
pares the information about distances of obstacles according
to the described inventive warning and alerting method
adequately for presentation on the display unit of the inven-
tive obstacle information system.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the
display unit comprises an instrument status indication for the
correct functioning of the inventive obstacle information sys-
tem, e.g. by a green light, the malfunctioning, e.g. by a red
light or the out-of-operation status of the instrument, e.g.
without any light.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the circular surface has a minimum outer radius r,,,;,, and
the ring-shaped area has an outer radius R and an inner radius
extending till the minimum outer radius r,,,,, of the circular
surface. In a preferred variant of the invention, this radius r,,,,,,
is greater or equal to R/2.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the radius rw for the warning indication and the radius r,,
for the alert indication are always greater than or equaltor,,;,
but smaller or equal to R. In case of an alert indication, the
radius r, of the circular surface is greater or equal to r,,,,,,. The
inner circular surface with minimum radius r,,,,, and the ring-
shaped area with the outer radius R are respectively related to
the different warning and alerting zones around the helicop-
ter: the smallest circular surface with radius r,,,, is related to
the outer alert diameter d1+d2 around the helicopter, the
radius R of the ring-shaped area is related to the outer diam-
eter of the warning zone at a distance d4 from the helicopter.
If an obstacle O3 is detected within the warning zone z,, at a
distance d5, there is a warning indication at the display unit by
coloring at least a section of the ring-shaped area with inner
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radius r,,, said inner radius r,, being preferably the result of a
projection g, from the section d3 of the distance scale onto
d3* ofthe indication scale. This projection results ina smaller
inner radius r,, of the colored ring-shaped surface if the
obstacle O3 is closer to the present maximum alerting dis-
tance d1+d2 and consequently results in a greater overall
colored ring-shaped surface.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the projection
g, of the distance of an obstacle O3 relative to the helicopter
is a logarithmic projection, in another preferred embodiment
of the invention, the projection g, is linear.

Ifan obstacle O5 is within the alerting zone z, at a distance
d5 greater than d1, then the radius r, of the circular surface is
the result of a projection e.g. g, from the section d2 of the
distance scale onto d2* of the indication scale. The projection
is done in such a way, that the closer the distance d5 is to d1,
thecloserr, isto R. If an obstacle O6 is closer to the helicopter
than distance d1, then the radius of the circular surface r,=R.
Furthermore, if this obstacle O6 is in the direction of the flight
path, additional warning indications, e. g. aural or haptic, can
be provided in order to increase the attention of the pilot.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the projection
g, 1s a linear projection.

For helicopters, in a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, the values for d1 and d2 should be greater or equal to the
rotor diameter, the value for d3 should be greater or equal to
the double of the rotor diameter of the helicopter.

By applying this projection method, the indication is more
attention calling the closer the obstacle is to the helicopter.
First, by increasing the actual warning display area if the
obstacle is coming closer within the warning zone, second by
increasing the alert display area up to the maximum possible
area, if the obstacle is coming closer within the alerting zone.

By switching from warning mode to alerting mode, the
original amber warning indication can be maintained and
partially overwritten by the red alert or it may be omitted and
replaced by the red alert indication.

This indication of warnings and alerts can be extended by
an indication of the sector/direction around the aircraft in
which the obstacle has been detected. If this option is pro-
vided, at least four different sections should preferably be
distinguished: front and rear, as well as left and right. Thus in
addition to warning the pilot about the proximity of an
obstacle, in a preferred variant of the invention, there is also
provided information to the pilot about the direction of the
obstacle relative to the flight path of the helicopter.

The final indication consists then of the intersection of this
obstacle sector indication and the distance warning/alert indi-
cation described above. A preferred variant of the above men-
tioned division in sectors consists of 12 sectors, each with an
angle o of 30°.

In a further preferred variant, the alert indication can be
made even more attention catching, if the area of the inter-
sected alert sector is artificially increased—in addition to the
increase of the radius r,—by an increase of the display angle
v (i.e. y/2 to the left and v/2 to the right of the obstacle
direction) of the sector of the circular surface area.

According to a further preferred variant of the invention a
category/type information for any detected obstacle(s) is
overlaid as a symbolic obstacle category indication based on
a catalogue of object symbols representing the distinguish-
able objects communicated from the obstacle sensor system
to the warning or alert indication.

Of course, the same system applies, in case there should be
more than one obstacle next to the operating helicopter result-
ing in the indication of multiple warning/alert sectors. In case
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that more than one obstacle is in a certain direction/sector, it
is always the closest obstacle to the aircraft which has priority
for the indication.

According to a preferred variant of the invention a method
is provided of operating such an obstacle information system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention are described with
reference to the following description and the attached draw-
ings.

FIGS. 1(a)-1(c) show display samples for obstacles
according to the state of the art,

FIG. 2 shows the architecture of an obstacle information
system of a helicopter according to the invention,

FIG. 3 shows a projection of the real obstacle situation to a
display unit of the obstacle information system of'a helicopter
according to a variant of the invention,

FIG. 4 shows the main radii of the display unit of the
obstacle information system of a helicopter according to the
invention,

FIGS. 5(a)-5(b) show projections of obstacles from
obstacle distance scales to indication scales of the obstacle
information system of a helicopter according to the invention,

FIGS. 6(a)-6(b) show shows display units with represen-
tations for the obstacles of FIG. 5,

FIGS. 7(a)-7(d) show shows display units with sector divi-
sions of the obstacle information system of a helicopter
according to the invention,

FIGS. 8, 9 show representations of obstacles in display
units according to FIG. 7,

FIG. 10 shows representations of the obstacles of FIG. 5 in
display units according to FIG. 7, and

FIG. 11 shows symbols of obstacles for representation in
display units of the obstacle information system of a helicop-
ter according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to FIG. 1 display samples are shown for a rep-
resentation 2' of an obstacle on a display unit 1 according to
the state of the art. Said display unit 1 is usually divided in two
sections: an inner circular surface with a radius r,,,,, and an
outer ring shaped surface around said inner circular surface,
said outer ring shaped surface having an outer radius R and
the inner radius r,,,,,. The obstacle is reflected at three differ-
ent distances with regard to a center of detection of said
obstacle by the display unit 1. The color of the obstacle
symbol turns into amber while the obstacle representation 2'
passes through the outer ring shaped surface of the display
unit 1. At a reduced distance of the obstacle with regard to the
center of detection the visibility of warning to a pilot is
increased by a change of colors from amber to red for the
obstacle symbol, said change of colors occurring if the dis-
tance of the obstacle representation 2' is closer to the center
thanr,,;,. The outer radius R and the radius r,,,,, of the display
unit 1 of said state of the art are related to the warning radius
and the alerting radius and fix.

According to FIG. 2 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIG. 1. An obstacle information system
of a helicopter comprises a warning information processor 3
and the display unit 1. The warning information processor 3
receives data of obstacles 2 within a predetermined distance
detected by a standard obstacle sensor system 4 said data
regarding the distance, the direction and possibly the cat-
egory/type of the obstacles 2. The warning information pro-
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6

cessor 3 computes and prepares the information for presen-
tation as a warning or an alert at the display unit 1.

The display unit 1 comprises an indication area with two
sub areas for the warning/alerting details and an instrument
status indication 5 for indication of the correct functioning,
e.g. by a green light, the malfunctioning, e.g. by a red light or
the out-of-operation status of the instrument, e.g. without any
light. The display unit 1 comprises a front reference mark 8,
a rear reference mark 9, a right reference mark 10 and a left
reference mark 11. The display unit 1 is either realized as a
cockpit instrument by means of LED arrays, LED-display or
OLED-display or as a Head-Up display or as a Helmet
Mounted Display.

One ofthe two sub-areas ofthe indication area corresponds
basically to a central circular surface 6 and the other ofthe two
sub-areas to a ring-shaped area 7 concentric around the cir-
cular surface 6. The circular surface 6 is used exclusively for
alerts, while the ring-shaped area 7 is used for both, warnings
as well as alerts. The circular surface 6 and a subsection of the
ring-shaped area 7 is filled with red colour for indication of an
alert. The ring-shaped area 7 or a section of the ring-shaped
area 7 is filled at least partially with amber color for indication
of'a warning.

According to FIG. 3 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 and 2. A “real world situation”
of the helicopter operating in proximity to an obstacle 2 is
projected by the warning information processor 3 from the
helicopter with the obstacle sensor system 4 to the display
unit 1 with the central circular surface 6 and the concentric
ring-shaped area 7. The circular surface 6 of the display unit
1 has a minimum radius r,,,,, and the ring-shaped area 7 has an
outer radius R and an inner radius equal to the minimum
radius r,,;,, of the circular surface 6. The radius r,,,, is greater
or equal to R/2.

The “real world situation” of the helicopter is subdivided in
three zones: an outer ring shaped warning zone z,,, a concen-
tric inner ring shaped alert zone 7, and a central circular zone
around the helicopter. The outer ring shaped warning zone z,,,
has an inner warning radius of d1+d2 and an outer warning
radius of d1+d2+d3=d4. The concentric inner ring shaped
alert zone 7, has an inner alert radius of d1 and an outer alert
radius of d1+d2. The central circular zone around the heli-
copter inside the concentric inner ring shaped alert zone 7,
has a radius of d1.

The projection of the obstacle 2 with a distance d5 from the
helicopter in the “real world situation” to the display unit 1
results in a presentation 2' of the obstacle 2 at the display unit
1 with a radius r,, for the warning indication, said radius r,,
being greater than the minimum radius r,,;,, of the circular
surface 6 but smaller than outer radius R.

According to FIG. 4 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 3. A radius r,, for the alert
indication and the radius r,, for the warning indication are
always greater than or equal to r,,,;,, but smaller or equal to R.
In case of an alert indication of an obstacle 2 within the ring
shaped alert zone z, between the inner alert radius of d1 and
the outer alert radius of d1+d2, the circular surface on display
unit 1 has the radius r,. The radius r,,,,, withr,,,,,<=t,,,<=R, is
related to the location of the obstacle 2 in any of the different
warning or alerting zones around the helicopter: the smallest
circular surface 6 with radius r,,,, is related to the location of
the obstacle 2 in the alert distance d1+d2 around the helicop-
ter, the smallest ring shaped area 7 with an inner radius r,,
close to the outer radius R is related to the location of the
obstacle 2 at the outer border of the warning zone z,, at a
distance d5 from the helicopter a bit smaller than d4.
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According to FIG. 5 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 4. FIG. 5a represents pro-
jections g,, of three sample obstacles O1, O2, O3 within the
warning zone z,, with different distances d5 (see FIG. 3) from
the helicopter according to a warning scale for the display unit
1. The closer the obstacles O1, O2, O3 within the warning
zone z,, are to the alert zone z, of the helicopter, the smaller is
the inner radius r,, of the ring shaped area 7 (see FIG. 3) and
consequently the greater is the overall surface of the ring
shaped area 7. FIG. 5b represents projections g, of three
sample obstacles O4, O5, 06 within the alert zone z, with
different distances d5 from the helicopter according to an
alert scale for the display unit 1. The closer the obstacles O4,
05, O6 are to the helicopter within the alert zone z,, the
greater is the inner radius r, of the circular surface 6 and
consequently the greater is the circular surface 6.

If the obstacle O3 is within the warning zone z,, at a dis-
tance d5 to the helicopter, there is a warning indication at the
display unit 1 by amber colouring of the ring-shaped area 7 or
a section of the ring-shaped area 7 with the inner radius r,,,
said inner radius r,, being the result of a projection g, (03)
from the section d3 of the distance scale onto d3*, with
d3*=R-r,,,, of the warning scale. The projection g,, is either
logarithmic or linear.

If'the obstacle O5 is within the alerting zone z,, at a distance
d5 greater than d1 to the helicopter, then the radius r, of the
circular surface 6 is the result of a projection g,(O5) from the
section d2 of the distance scale onto d2* of the alert scale. The
projection g, is done in such a way, that the closer the distance
d5 is to d1, the closer is r, to R. The projection g, is a linear
projection. An obstacle O6 closer than distance d1 to the
helicopter results in a radius r,=R for the circular surface 6.
Furthermore, if the obstacle O6 is in the direction of the flight
path of the helicopter, additional warning indications, such as
aural or haptic, can be provided in order to increase the
attention of the pilot. For helicopters d1 and d2 each should be
greater or equal to the main rotor diameter, the value for d3
should be greater or equal to the double of the main rotor
diameter.

The projections g, and g, and the intended warning radius
r,, for an object O2 or the alerting radius r,, for an object O4 are
represented by the following example, assuming linear pro-
jections:

Let d1=1250 cm, d2=1250 cm, d3=5000 cm, R=5 cm
and 7,,,,,=2 cm, 02=5800 cm, 04=2500 cm then

d2*=3 and d3*=3,

SF,, =(R-1,,3;,)/(D3-D2),

SF :=(R-#,,;,)/(D2-D1)
£,,:[0,50001—[0,3],g,,(x):=SF,, *x
2,:(0,1250]1—[0,3],8,(x):=SF . *x;
and

r,,(02)=g,,(02-D2)+7,,,

r,(0O4)=R-g,(04-D1)

According to FIG. 6 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 5. By switching from warn-
ing mode to alerting mode, the amber warning indication in
the ring-shaped area 7 is maintained and partially overwritten
by the red alert (FIG. 6a) or the amber warning indication in
the ring-shaped area 7 is omitted and replaced by the red alert
indication (FIG. 65). The samples for indications of warnings
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and alerts at display unit 1 refer to the obstacles O1 to O6
around the helicopter at the distances shown in FIG. 5.

The obstacle O1 near the outer border of the warning zone
z,,, of the helicopter results in an amber warning indication
with a reduced ring-shaped area 7 with no difference for the
presentations according to FIG. 6a or FIG. 65. The obstacle
02 approximately in the middle of the warning zone z,, of the
helicopter results in an amber warning indication with an
increased ring-shaped area 7 with no difference for the pre-
sentations according to FIG. 6a or FIG. 65. The obstacle O3
near the inner border of the warning zone z,,, of the helicopter
results in an amber warning indication with an almost maxi-
mum ring-shaped area 7 with no difference for the presenta-
tion according to FIG. 6a or FIG. 6.

The obstacle O4 near the outer border of but inside the alert
zone z, of the helicopter results in a red alert indication
covering the circular surface 6 with a radius r,,;, while omit-
ting the amber warning indication in the ring-shaped area 7
according to FIG. 65, whereas the presentation according to
FIG. 6a for the obstacle O4 near the outer border of the alert
zone z, of the helicopter results in a red alert indication
covering the circular surface 6 with a radius r,,,,, while main-
taining the amber warning indication in the maximum ring-
shaped area 7.

The obstacle OS5 at about the middle of the alert zone 7z, of
the helicopter results in a red alert indication covering the
circular surface 6 with a radius r>r,,,,, while omitting the
amber warning indication in the reduced ring-shaped area 7
according to FIG. 65, whereas the presentation according to
FIG. 6a for the obstacle O5 at about the middle of the alert
zone 7, of the helicopter results in a red alert indication
covering the circular surface 6 with a radius r>r,,,,, while
maintaining the amber warning indication in the reduced
ring-shaped area 7. The obstacle O6 inside the inner border of
the alert zone z, of the helicopter results in a red alert indica-
tion covering all of the circular surface 6 and the ring-shaped
area 7 with a radius r,=R with no difference for the presen-
tation according to FIG. 6a or FIG. 6.

According to FIG. 7 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 6. The display unit 1 is
provided with sectors for indication of the direction around
the helicopter in which the obstacle 2 has been detected. At
least four different sectors are distinguished: front and rear, as
well as left and right (FIG. 7a), or eight different sectors (s,
Sy, - - - 87) with respective section angles a=45° are distin-
guished (FIG. 7b), or twelve different sectors with respective
section angles a=30° are distinguished (FIG. 7¢), or sixteen
different sectors (s'g, s';, 8'5, - - . , 8';5) With respective section
angles a=22.5° are distinguished (FIG. 74).

According to FIG. 8 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 7. The presentation at the
display unit 1 comprises the intersection of sixteen sectors
(s', 8'y, §'s - - ., 8", 5) With respective section angles =22.5°
(cf. FIG. 7d) with the distance warning/alert indication
according to the preceding FIGS. 2-6. FIG. 8 top shows the
display unit 1 for an obstacle 2 with a truncated cone 12 in the
warning zone z,, near to D2 (FIG. 2) in front of the helicopter,
i.e.insection s, FIG. 8 middle shows the display unit 1 for the
obstacle 2 with a truncated cone 12 in the warning zone z,,,
near to D2 (FIG. 2) to the right, i.e. in section s, and FIG. 8
bottom shows the display unit 1 for the obstacle 2 with a
truncated cone 12 in the warning zone z,, near to D2 (FIG. 2)
further to the right, i.e. in section s,.

According to FIG. 9 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1 to 8. The presentation at the
display unit 1 shows an obstacle in front of the helicopter at
different distances inside the alert zone according to F1G. 2-6.
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FIG. 9 top shows the display unit 1 for an obstacle 2 in the
alert zone z,, with a first cone 13 corresponding to the display
radius r,,>1,,,, and with an opening angle y1, FIG. 8 middle
shows the display unit 1 for the obstacle 2 in the alert zone z,,
closer to the helicopter with a second cone 13 with an opening
angle y,>y, and with a radius r,,>r,, in the circular surface 6
and a bigger section of the ring shaped area 7 towards the front
and FIG. 8 bottom shows the display unit 1 for the obstacle 2
inside the alert zone z, even closer to the helicopter with a
third cone 13 with an even larger opening angle y;>y, and
with a radius r,;=R covering an enlarged angular section y; of
the circular surface 6 and the ring shaped area 7 towards the
front for increased attention to the pilot.

According to FIG. 10 corresponding features are referred
to with the references of FIGS. 1 to 9. The presentation at the
display unit 1 comprises the intersection of eight sectors 12,
ie. Sy, . . . 85, (cf. FIG. 7b) with the distance warning/alert
indication according to the preceding FIG. 6 for respective
obstacles O1 to O6 with an obstacle center 45° to the right, i.e.
in section s; .

FIG. 11 shows a catalogue of object symbols to be dis-
played by the warning information processor 4 at the display
unit 1 after recognition by the obstacle sensor system (see
FIG. 1) for an indication of the obstacle category/type.

For all directions/sectors it is always the closest obstacle to
the aircraft which has priority for the indication.

REFERENCE LIST

1 display unit

2 obstacle

2' obstacle representation

3 warning information processor

4 obstacle sensor system

5 instrument status indication

6 circular surface

7 ring shaped area

8 reference mark

9 reference mark

10 reference mark

11 reference mark

12 truncated cone for warning indication
13 first-third cone as alert indication

What is claimed is:

1. An obstacle information system for a helicopter with a
warning information processor and a display unit of any
obstacle within a predetermined minimum distance d4 with
regard to the helicopter, the warning information processor
being fed with information related to detected distance d5 and
direction of the at least one obstacle with regard to the heli-
copter detected by an obstacle sensor system to compute and
prepare the information for presentation on the display unit,
the display unit comprising at least an indication area with
two sub-areas, a central circular surface and a concentric
ring-shaped area around the circular surface, the circular sur-
face being used exclusively for alerts, the ring-shaped area
being used for both warnings as well as alerts and the repar-
tition in the indication area of the circular surface and ring-
shaped area being dependent on the detected distance d5 of
the at least one obstacle with regard to the helicopter, char-
acterized in that coloring is provided at least at a section of the
ring-shaped area with an inner radius r,,, r,, being the result of
a projection g, of the at least one obstacle from a section d3
of a distance scale onto a section d3* of an indication scale,
the projection providing a smaller inner radius r,, of the col-
ored ring-shaped surface the closer the obstacle is to an alert-
ing distance d1+d2, with d1 being the radius of a concentric
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inner ring shaped alert zone z,,, d1+d2 being an inner warning
radius and d1+d2+d3=d4 being an outer warning radius of an
outer ring shaped warning zone z,,,.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the display
unit comprises an instrument status indication.

3. The system according to claim 2, wherein the instrument
status indication provides the correct functioning, the mal-
functioning, or the out-of-operation status of the instrument.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the instrument status
indication provides the correct functioning by a green light,
the malfunctioning by a red light, or the out-of-operation
status of the instrument without any light.

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the circular
surface has a minimum radius r,,,,,, and the ring-shaped area
has an outer radius R and a minimum inner radius r,,,,,, with
the radius r,,;, being greater or equal to R/2.

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein the coloris red
in at least a section of the circular surface and a subsection of
the ring-shaped area indicating an alert and the color is amber
in the ring-shaped area indicating a warning.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein the projection
g, 1s logarithmic or linear.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein a projection g,
of a radius r, of the circular surface is inverse with regard to
the projection g,,, if the obstacle is within the alerting zone z,
ata distance d5 greater than d1, the projection providing, that
the closer the distance dS is to d1, the closer r,, is to R.

9. The system according to claim 8, wherein the projection
g, is a linear projection.

10. The system according to claim 1, wherein the values for
d1 and d2 are greater or equal to a main rotor diameter and the
value for d3 is greater or equal to the double of the main rotor
diameter.

11. The system according to claim 1, wherein the indica-
tion of warnings and alerts comprises sectors for the direction
relative to the helicopter in which the obstacle has been
detected.

12. The system according to claim 11, wherein for more
than one obstacle for all directions/sectors the closest
obstacle to the helicopter has priority for the indication.

13. The system of claim 11, wherein the sectors for the
direction relative to the helicopter in which the obstacle has
been detected include at least four different sectors.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the at least four
different sectors include a front sector, a rear sector, a left
sector, and a right sector.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the at least four
different sectors include 12 sectors, each with an angle a of
30°.

16. The system according to claim 1, wherein a sector for
alert indication in the circular surface and the ring-shaped
area is artificially increased by increasing a display angle y in
addition to an increase of a radius r,, of the circular surface.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the display angle y
includes a first portion y/2 to the left and a second portion y/2
to the right of the obstacle direction of the section of the
surface.

18. The system of claim 1, wherein the warning informa-
tion processor is further provided with information related to
a category or type of the at least one obstacle detected by the
obstacle sensor system.

19. The system according to claim 18, wherein a data base
with a catalogue of object symbols is provided, representing
distinguishable objects, the category/type information for the
detected obstacle being overlaid as a Symbolic Obstacle Cat-
egory Indication to the warning or alert indication.
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20. A method of operating an obstacle information system
of a helicopter by:

feeding information related to detected distance d5 and
direction of the at least one obstacle with regard to the
helicopter detected by an obstacle sensor system;

computing and preparing the information for presentation
on the display unit, the display unit comprising at least
an indication area with two sub-areas, a central circular
surface and a concentric ring-shaped area around the
circular surface,

using the circular surface exclusively for alerts and using
the ring-shaped area for both, warnings as well as alerts
and

repartitioning the indication area of the circular surface and
the ring-shaped area dependent on the detected distance
d5 of the at least one obstacle with regard to the helicop-
ter, characterized by:

providing coloring at least at a section of the ring-shaped
area with an inner radius r,, r,, being the result of a
projection g,, of the at least one obstacle from a section
d3 of a distance scale onto a section d3* of an indication
scale, the projection providing a smaller inner radius r,,
of'the colored ring-shaped surface the closer the obstacle
is to an alerting distance d1+d2, with d1 being the radius
of a concentric inner ring shaped alert zone z,, d1+d2
being an inner warning radius and d1+d2+d3=d4 being
an outer warning radius of an outer ring shaped warning
zone z.,,.
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